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LEADING THE HIGH CARD TO FINESSE

Declarer can afford to finesse by leading an honor when he holds a sequence of touching
honors. Before leading high to finesse, declarer should consider how he would feel if
second hand covered the honor with a higher honor.

EXERCISE 2: As declarer, how would you play each suit pictured to maximize your
{ricks in the suit?

EXAMPLEF EXAMPLE G EXAMPLE H EXAMPLE !
Dummy Dummy Dummy ' Dummy
v(Q)65 vQJ10 v)109 vQl54
N N N N
W E W E . W E W E
S S S S
YA32 vA32 YK 32 PA32
Declarer Declarer Declarer Declarer
Answers:

F)Lead ¥2 G)Lead vQand finesseit H)Lead wJ and finesse
1) Lead %2 to play for 3 tricks as long as you can afford to lose the lead to the K

"COVER AN HONOR WITH AN HONOR"

If declarer leads a high card from either dummy or his hand, it is often a good idea to
break the "second hand low" guideline to cover declarer's high card with your high card
because: » You might promote one of your own lower cards into a winner.

¢ You might promote a lower card in partner's hand into a winner.

"COVER AN HONOR WITH AN HONOR EXCEPT..."

Even the exceptions have exceptions! "Cover an honor with an honor" except:
¢ Cover the last of a string of touching honors.
e Don't cover when it's clear that covering can do your side no good.

EXERCISE 3: How shouid you play when the bold underlined card is led?

EXAMPLE J EXAMPLE K EXAMPLE L
vQJ5 vQ76 vAJ 10
Partner N You Partner N You You N Partner
v1043 W E|9K76 v1098 |w E['PKB42 $KQ63 WS Elee872
S 5
vA982 - vAl3 v5 4

Answers;

§) Play 6. If you cover, declarer can win A and lead ¥9 to finesse partner's v 10.

) Cover with the ¥K to make partner’'s 10 good.

L) Play the ¥Q, splitting your honors to ensure a trick before declarer runs out of hearts.



